Colby College

Digital Commons @ Colby
Levine Family of Waterville

Maine Jewish History Project

2011

Ann Levine Wolff Scrapbook
Wendy Miller
Sarah Miller Arnon
Julie Miller-Soros

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/levine_waterville
Part of the American Material Culture Commons, and the Jewish Studies Commons

Recommended Citation
Miller, Wendy; Arnon, Sarah Miller; and Miller-Soros, Julie, "Ann Levine Wolff Scrapbook" (2011). Levine
Family of Waterville. 8.
https://digitalcommons.colby.edu/levine_waterville/8

This Scrapbook is brought to you for free and open access by the Maine Jewish History Project at Digital
Commons @ Colby. It has been accepted for inclusion in Levine Family of Waterville by an authorized administrator
of Digital Commons @ Colby.

Anna "Ann" Edith Levine Wolff

born Nov 12, 1890 and died April 3, 1980
ERIC BLOOM ON GREAT AUNT ANN AND NANA BETTY:
Aunt Ann always looked so neat in appearance. Her hair was so
perfect and she always had a smile on her face and had a kind way
about her. In later years she had a little congestive heart failure and
I would go with Nana & Papa to Audrey & Sidney's house, so Papa
could give Aunt Ann a special shot for her condition. Also, I think
Nana & Aunt Ann talked on the phone 3 or 4 times a day. When
Audrey & Sidney went on trips, Aunt Ann would stay with Nana &
Papa on Winchester St. I remember how Nana took care of Aunt
Ann; she would put a number of pillows on her bed, so Aunt Ann's
head would be propped up to make her breath better. Nana had
such love and respect for Aunt Ann. When Aunt Ann & Uncle
George lived in Brooklyn, Betty & Sara Lee visited them quite often.
They would go shopping for clothes, jewelry, & antiques. They
knew prices because they grew up in the retail business. You know
Levine's originally carried women's clothes, but Grandpa
discontinued carrying them because his five daughters were taking
his stock for themselves. Boy, did they love clothes & jewelry! All
five sisters carried themselves like their mother. Sarah was the role
model.
TEMA CUSHNER ON AUNT ANN, UNCLE GEORGE, AND COUSIN
HAROLD WOLFF (AS TOLD TO ERIC BLOOM):
On March 27, 1949, Tema & Lenny were married in Boston, drove to
New York, and on to Washington, D.C. for their short honeymoon.
After the honeymoon, Lenny had to get back to Brooklyn to finish
up his internship and Tema had to get back to Waterville to
graduate from Colby in May. Before separating, they stayed with
Aunt Ann, Uncle George, and Cousin Harold in their Brooklyn, New
York home. Tema said she was the only person who had spent part
of her honeymoon in Brooklyn. But, she and Lenny had a wonderful
time being with the family. Aunt Ann,Uncle George, and Harold
were "so gracious and kind to us."
SARA LEE BLOOM ON AUNT ANN, UNCLE GEORGE AND HER
DADDY EDDIE (AS TOLD TO ERIC BLOOM):

When Aunt Ann & Uncle George moved to Boston, my mom was so
jubilant. Aunt Ann & Uncle George moved in with Audrey, Sidney, &
Billy; they lived in a small apartment off Beacon St. in Brookline.
Many a time, I would baby sit for Billy. Eventually, they all moved to
a house in West Newton. Aunt Ann & Uncle George were very low
key with even temperaments. Uncle George , a doctor, was
handsome & funny. He told the best Jewish jokes with a Yiddish
accent. Uncle George, in an endearing way, called Aunt Ann, Mrs.
Wolff.
Being the oldest child of 8, I think Aunt Ann was the 2nd matriarch
of the family, after Grandma. She helped bring up, along with Aunt
Frieda the younger siblings. Once Aunt Ann & Uncle George moved
to the Boston area, they spent their entire summers in Waterville at
"The Big House" & their days out at camp. Also, Uncle George's
sister & brother-in-law, Dorothy & Willie Mandlebaum, would rent a
cabin at Marston's Camps and spend some time with everyone at
the LEVINE CAMP. Willie, a dentist, would bake SCHNECKEN
(Yiddish word for pecan rolls) in the camp kitchen. They continued
to come to camp even after Uncle George had died; they had a
strong connection to
our welcoming LEVINE FAMILY.
Additionally, Uncle George liked to go fishing with cousin Louis
Shiro (Marcia Shiro Beckerman's father & Peter & Linda
Beckerman's grandfather.)
Uncle George and my Dad Eddie, were brothers-in-law to the Levine
siblings, but they were just like additional brothers. Teddy, Frieda,
Ludy, Pacy, Evelyn, & Bibby had great respect and admiration for
these two doctors. Whenever there was a medical problem,
George and Eddie would be called in for advice. "What do you think
George? What do you think Eddie?" Uncle George died in the early
1950s, so my Dad became the chief medical officer for the extended
Levine Family. Did he get calls! He, always said, "Don't worry,
everything will be fine." He was a great kidder and did he like to
tease the Levine sisters and Gisele. Gisele and my Dad had a
"mutual admiration society." He called her "Frenchie."
You know, Uncle George Wolff was not religious. He did not care if
his son, Harold, had a Bar Mitzvah or not. Aunt Ann insisted her
Harold have a Bar Mitzvah, so she brought him to Waterville and he

had his Bar Mitzvah, with his LEVINE FAMILY in attendance, at the
"OLD SHUL on" Kelsey St.
BILL SHUTZER (AS TOLD TO FAY) ON ANN, HAROLD, AND
AUDREY:
She was an adoring grandmother. I remember her making her
famous spaghetti recipe. (I have to edit here. I used to make a
spaghetti sauce from scratch that I cooked all day. Once in a hurry,
I opened a jar of sauce and served it to Bill. He was delighted.
"THIS is the way my mother and grandmother make it!" I never
made the all day sauce again!)
She also gave me baths. She was my second mother. She loved to
read and whenever I visited (Fay speaking) she asked to borrow
whatever novels I had, the racier the better. She was aware of every
detail. Uncle Harold (her son) called her every day at 9:30 and 4:30
exactly. He must have been watching the clock!
Harold was very gentle and easy to get along with. He would come
over for dinner on Friday nights, eat a huge meal and then go into
the den, unbutton his pants, and fall asleep in a chair.
I remember my mother (Audrey) would drive my grandmother (Ann)
to spend time with Betty and sometimes she'd spend the night. She
loved to go out on Sunday nights. She loved the scrod at Ken's and
always ordered the same thing.
ERIC BLOOM ON AUNT ANN: Nana told me (and was verified by
my Mom) that Aunt Ann attended Mount Merici in Waterville. Most
of her friends were Gentile. She was like a Yankee! She loved to
come up with names. Harold Wolff's middle name was Melville.
Mom thinks she came up with your Dad's Middle name, "Avery".
She came up with Aunt Bibby's middle name "Adair". Mom, also,
thinks that she came up with the name "Glenyce". Did you know
that Pacy's middle name was Jerome? Also, Glenyce once told us
that Frieda invented her own middle name, “Margaret" We, always
thought Evelyn's middle name was Lucille. Her middle name really
was “Mae." A picture from her High School year book says Evelyn
Mae! I'm named after Evelyn, so I think I'll make up that Eric Lloyd
Bloom stands for Evelyn Levine. Aunt Ann & Uncle George Wolff
marriage reception was at The Augusta House in Augusta, Maine.
Every time I went by that building with Nana, she told me this

Levine History. Rose Wolman Frucht introduced Aunt Ann & Uncle
George.

Anna “Ann” Levine Wolff ’s Legacy:
• Megan Ann Shutzer, great granddaughter of Anna
“Ann” Levne Wolff
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